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to be allowed to have some say about the matter.
It was the function of the President to treat
with foreign powers, and yet the House was now
considering action which was in effect "prescribing
the terms of treaty, and restraining the constitu-
tional power from treating on any other terms/'
This argument was used effectively by a number
of speakers. It turned the main position taken by
the advocates of non-intercourse, which was that
the real objection came from the bondholders who
feared that the ensuing loss of revenue might pre-
vent them from getting their interest. Such
imputations of sordid motive became fruitless
when the issue was raised of the constitutional
authority of the President, but the advocates of
non-intercourse met this new point of view by
pointing out that the Constitution gave Congress
the right to regulate commerce. The feeling
against Great Britain was so great that the House
was bent on indulging it, and on April 25, 1794,
the non-intercourse bill was passed by a vote of
58 to 34. The Senate was so evenly divided that,
on the motion to pass the bill to its third reading,
there was a tie vote, and Vice-President Adams,
who was called upon for a casting vote, gave it
against the bill. About a month later in the House